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The next issue of the “UCH” will be dated July/Au-
gust, 2017. Announcements of events in July, August, or
early September, 2017, as well as articles for the July/
August, 2017, issue should be in our office by June 10.

Thank you for your consideration.

The Next Issue
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The Joy of Singing! in Winnipeg

On the afternoon of Sunday, March 26, the Festival Choir of the Association of United
Ukrainian Canadians sponsored The Joy of Singing at the Ukrainian Labour Temple in Win-
nipeg. A report on this unusual event, with pictures, is on Page 6 of this issue of the “UCH”.

— Photo: Victor Krenz To Our Readers
There was no May, 2017, issue because of distrac-

tions created by personal issues. We extend our apolo-
gies for our failure to adhere to our publishing schedule,
and regret any inconvenience arising therefrom.

Editor-in-Chief

Trump Hits
the Road

As we go to press, it is still
early days in President Donald
Trump’s first venture abroad
as American president, but
there are already some points
of interest, as he moves from
Saudi Arabia to Israel.

The first has been widely
noted: that he chose to go
somewhere other than Mexico
or Canada, traditional first
destinations for US president.
There has been much specu-
lation about the reason for his
choice. Our guess would be
that he wanted to make a big
splash when he landed, which
he did in Saudi Arabia by sign-

ing agreements for over $100
billion in arms sales to the coun-
try which was not included in
travel restrictions on Muslim-
majority countries. That’s in
addition to other trade agree-
ments.

While President Trump
made his base back home, as
well as Saudi Arabia and its
allies, happy with these arms
sales, Israel was, undoubtedly,
less pleased.

One sop to Israel, as well as
an added bone to Saudi Ara-
bia and its allies, was his at-
tack on Iran, which also played
well with his American base.
However, that would hardly
seem  to be adequate compen-
sation to Israel for arming
Saudi Arabia, especially in light
of other ways in which Trump-
the-president seems less Is-
rael-friendly than was Trump-
the-candidate.

We await with bated breath
the gift President Trump will
announce to Israel.

We also await with great
interest the Trump plan for
peace between Israel and Pal-
estine, which reports suggest
should bear fruit within a year.

An interesting note in Presi-
dent Trump’s utterances in
Saudi Arabia was the change
from treating Islam as the
enemy to calling on Islamic
states to common war against
Islamic extremists. Of course,
this leaves open the question
of a war against right-wing
extremists in the USA, and
the threat they pose to Mus-
lims and other minorities.

These early days suggest
that some very interesting pos-
sibilities lie ahead.

Free Trade
within

Canada
It was the strangest situa-

tion: Canada was chasing free
trade agreements around the
world, but maintained  trade
barriers internally. In some
instances, foreign firms had
better trade access to Canada
than did companies based in
this country.

In early April, it was an-
nounced that the provinces
and territories had finally ne-
gotiated the Canada Free Tade
Agreement, covering the en-
tire economy, unless specifi-
cally excluded, and providing
a mechanism for standardiz-
ing standards across the coun-
try.

Navdeep Bains, Minister of
Innovation, Science and Eco-
nomic Development, spoke
about the CFTA at a press
conference in Toronto on April
7, 2017. We present exerpts
from his comments.

“This agreement contains a
number of historic firsts.

“It includes all federal, pro-
vincial and territorial govern-
ments.

“And for the first time, that
includes our 14th signatory—
Nunavut.

“In another historic first, this
agreement will open up trade
within our borders in virtually
every sector of the economy.

“This agreement will allow
Canadians to buy and sell more
freely within our own borders,
which means it will create

(Continued on Page 7.)

It was reported on April 6
that the European Union and
Canada are preparing for the
provisional application of the
Comprehensive Economic and
Trade Agreement (CETA),
with some officials suggesting
that this could begin as early
as July.

After eight years of nego-
tiations, CETA was ratified
by the European Parliament in
mid-February. The trade ac-
cord has become increasingly
high-profile over the years,
given the size of the econo-
mies involved, its investment
dispute provisions, and the
geopolitical context.

Now, awaiting Canadian
ratification, the provisional ap-
plication of the sweeping trade
and investment accord is said
to be within grasp. The imple-
mentation bill for CETA is
expected to advance, officials
say, with some provinces also
needing to make their own leg-
islative changes.

According to Chapter 30 of
CETA, once both sides have
completed their internal pro-
cedures, the deal can provi-
sionally apply from the begin-
ning of the following month,
unless they agree on a differ-
ent start date.

The planned trade deal is
expected to cut 98% of tariffs
on trade in goods, with longer
phase-out periods for some
more sensitive products. Some
agricultural goods will see the
introduction of quotas, or have
been excluded from the deal
entirely.

CETA also is slated to see
significant gains in public pro-
curement market access, given
that Canada will be opening
up public contracts at all fed-
eral and sub-federal levels for
bidding from European com-
panies. Proponents have also
lauded the improvements.

CETA

Is your
renewal

due?
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Joint Open Letter to
Minister Bennett Regard-
ing Canada’s Refusal to Ad-
equately Fund Specific
Claims Research and De-
velopment

 
As specific claims research

directors from across Canada,
we write today to express our
shock and disappointment re-
garding the 2017 budget’s
wholly inadequate provision of
funding for specific claims
research and to repeat our call
for the immediate restoration
of research funding to 2009
levels. This restoration of
funding was a commitment you
made to the political repre-
sentatives of the Union of BC
Indian Chiefs in person in
Vancouver in February 2016. 

  As you know, we have
been struggling under the dras-
tic cuts instituted by the Con-
servatives (including a 40 per-
cent cut between 2013-14 and
2015-16) and maintained by
your government. These cuts
incapacitated Indigenous re-
search organizations across
the country and, as a result,
hundreds of specific claims
had to be put on hold, with no
clear path forward. Some or-
ganizations were so debilitated
that they have been unable to
submit any claims at all. The
principal implication of this cut
to research funding is that First
Nations are being denied ac-
cess to justice.   

In its fall 2016 report, the
Office of the Auditor General

identified cuts to funding as a
significant barrier to Indig-
enous Nations’ resolution of
their specific claims. Your
government agreed.

* * *
[Restoration of research

funding to 2009 levels] would
be a concrete sign of your
government’s good will and of
its intention to take tangible
steps toward resolving claims
and advancing reconciliation.
It would also ensure the basic,
minimal level of resources at
which we could continue to
advance claims while waiting
for a new approach to be de-
veloped. 

  A new approach to fund-
ing, we understand, is a topic
of the AFN-INAC Joint Tech-
nical Working Group on spe-
cific claims.... But Indigenous
communities in Canada have
been waiting for decades – in
some cases, over a century –
to obtain justice, and their
claims should not be put on
hold, especially in light of your
government’s stated commit-
ments to renewing relation-
ships with Indigenous Nations.
Unresolved claims perpetuate
social and economic inequal-
ity and create uncertainties for
Indigenous Nations trying to
plan for their futures. As well,
Indigenous Nations and CRUs
have heard decades’ worth of
promises of specific claims
reform; at this point, we need
concrete evidence of good
faith and of the political will
for change. For these reasons,

Open Letter On Funding
(The document printed below in abridged form was

taken from Windtalker. It was dated April 10, 2017.)

In its May 15, 2017, issue,
First Nations Drum, which
bills itself as “Canada’s Larg-
est First Nations Newspaper”,
r e p o r t e d t h a t B r e n d a
Butterworth-Carr was the first
aboriginal woman promoted to
Commanding Officer of the
Royal Canadian Mounted
Police.

The article by Frank Larue
said that Ms. Butterworth-
Carr was the first Indigenous
woman to head the RCMP’s
BC division.

The report said that she was
born in the Yukon, a member
of the Tr’ondek Hwech’in Han
Nation, and has been a mem-
ber (of the RCMP) for 30
years.

Ms. Butterworth-Carr’s ca-
reer began in the Yukon in
1987, as one member of a
three-person detachment.

After the Yukon, she went
on to serve at the National HQ
in Ottawa, followed by a tour
of duty in Saskatchewan,

where she was eventually pro-
moted to commanding officer.

When Ms. Butterworth-
Carr returned to British Co-
lumbia in 2016, she did so as
Officer in charge of Criminal
Operations Core Policing.

One challenge facing Ms.
Butterworth-Carr is address-
ing sexual harassment, a be-
haviour, she says, as does any
other inappropriate behaviour,
that needs to be met with a
policy of zero tolerance.

Brenda Butterworth-Carr
supports and prioritizes the
building and maintaining of a
strong connection between
police and the people of all
communities, large and small.

Ms. Butterworth-Carr cur-
rently serves as chairwoman
of the RCMP’s National
Women’s Advisory Commit-
tee, is a member of the Cana-
dian and International Asso-
ciation of Chiefs of Police,
and is a member of the Order
of Merit of the Police Forces.

Aboriginal Woman
Commands RCMP in BC

we are asking for an immedi-
ate restoration of research
funding to 2009 levels – a step
to which you had previously
committed. 

  The United Nations Dec-
laration on the Rights of Indig-
enous Peoples – which your
government adopted without
qualification and committed to
implement – states that Indig-
enous Peoples have the right
to redress in cases where their
lands have been taken, used,
or damaged without their “free,
prior and informed consent”
(article 28). Specific claims
are a critical mechanism for
redress of these land-related
historical grievances. Further,
article 39 of the UNDRIP rec-
ognizes that “Indigenous peo-
ples have the right to have
access to financial and techni-
cal assistance from states …
for the enjoyment of the rights
contained in this declaration.”
In short, adequate funding is
an inextricable part of Indig-
enous rights. Only with ad-
equate funds to research his-
torical wrongs will Indigenous
Nations be able to seek re-
dress for the injustices by
which they have been so long
affected. Restoration of fund-
ing would demonstrate that
Canada is willing to do what is
necessary to meet its interna-
tional obligations. 

  Your government has re-
peatedly identified reconcilia-
tion between Canada and In-
digenous Nations as a key pri-
ority. In your response to the
Auditors report, you empha-
size the mutual benefits when
Canada takes concrete steps
to advance reconciliation with
Indigenous Nations.... 

(The document was
signed by 16 individuals.)

In 2016, as we marked the
125th anniversary of Ukrain-
ian immigration to Canada, we
noted that that was a good-
news story to Ukrainian Ca-
nadians but not so happy for
others. For Ukraine, the emi-
gration of hundreds of thou-
sands of its people to coun-
tries around the world was a
tragedy. For aboriginal North
Americans, the influx onto
their traditional lands of hun-
dreds of thousands of Euro-
peans, including Ukrainians,
was an even greater tragedy,
as they were pushed from
their vast territories to re-
serves which, by and large,
reflected the genocidal inten-
tions of the invaders.

In 2016, many Ukrainian
Canadians, who were aware
earlier of the hardships expe-
rienced by the immigrants, be-
came conscious, for the first
time, of the pain, both in Eu-
rope and the Americas, asso-
ciated with the birth of our
community. Our commemora-
tion of that anniversary was

Aboriginal People: No
Cause to Celebrate

tempered by that knowledge.
As Jim Coyne wrote in The

Toronto Star on April 1, “Con-
federation was less about be-
ginnings for First Nations than
it was their intended death
knell.”

In 2017, as we mark the
150th anniversary of the birth
of our country, we should not
forget the pain of the people
who suffered both as Canada
was born and as our commu-
nity began to form; nor should
we forget that that pain has
not ended, but is part of a con-
tinuing process.

Part of that process is the
myth that North American his-
tory began with the arrival of
Europeans. This myth rel-
egates the aboriginal people,
the First Nations, to the same
status as the beaver,  the
salmon, the bison, and the
other native species: a re-
source to be used when they
could be exploited, and a pest
to be eradicated when they
couldn’t.

This myth makes the inhu-

mane treatment of the indig-
enous population palatable to
the thoughtless. It makes it
possible to make the European
invasion (with its “civilizing”
mission) seem to be a bless-
ing, rather than an tragedy.

It is still rare for Canadian
history classes to include
words to quote Coyne again,
like:

“After that grand event
(Confederation -Ed), political
leaders continued to speak
unabashedly about Canada as
‘a white man’s country,’ to
aggressively confiscate land,
and to remove whatever indig-
enous people stood in the
way.”

Or, “To indigenous Canadi-
ans, Confederation was the
beginning of an ongoing be-
trayal and exclusion, with
gusts up to atrocity and at-
tempted genocide.”

Or even, “The last 150
years include residential
schools, the Sixties Scoop,
Grassy Narrows, murdered
and missing women, unfair
policing, unequal health care,
education and child-welfare
systems and exploitation of
resources.”

That barely scratches the

surface of the ongoing crimes
against the First Nations.

 In his article, Jim Coyne
cited figures like Paul Martin,
to the effect that Canada must
be willing to “address treaties,
the Indian Act and the inher-
ent right of First Nations to
self-government”.

The items Paul Martin ad-
dressed included “ensuring
aboriginal Canadians are at
the table from the beginning
of any natural resource devel-
opment on their land ...  as key
participants, not mere labour-
ers”.

M r. M a r t i n s a i d t h a t
Canada must confront “... the
consequences of our colonial
past. By refusing to condone
the repeated abuse of treaty
rights. By refusing to accept
the overt discrimination in pro-
vision of basic services and
fundamental rights: child wel-
fare, health care, primary and

secondary education.”
At the moment, unfortu-

nately, these declarations and
others like them seem to be
so much meaningless grand-
standing.

Canada announced full sup-
port for the United Nations
Declaration on the Rights of
Indigenous People in May,
2016, but  continues not only
to fail in its “duty to consult”
but also to oppose this duty in
court.

As an added example, con-
ditions faced by indigenous
Canadians have drawn re-
peated criticism from United
Nations and other human
rights organizations, but the
governments’ main reaction,
after denial, has been to ar-
gue about who should pay for
what — and to seek to priva-
tize communally held aborigi-
nal property.

— Wilfred Szczesny

The United Nations Decla-
ration on the Rights of Indig-
enous Peoples (UNDRIP) 
was adopted by the General
Assembly on Thursday, Sep-
tember 13, 2007,  by a majority
of 144 states in favour, 4 votes
against (Australia, Canada,
New Zealand and the United
States) and 11 abstentions
(Azerbaijan, Bangladesh, Bhu-
tan, Burundi, Colombia, Geor-
gia, Kenya, Nigeria, Russian
Federation, Samoa and Ukr-
aine).

Since then, the four coun-
tries that voted against have
reversed their position, and
now support the Declaration.

Today, the Declaration is

A Brief Canadian
History of UNDRIP

the most comprehensive in-
ternational instrument on the
rights of indigenous peoples.
It establishes a universal
framework of minimum stand-
ards for the survival, dignity
and well-being of the indig-
enous peoples of the world. It
elaborates on existing human
rights standards and funda-
mental freedoms as they ap-
ply to the specific situation of
indigenous peoples.

While, as a General As-
sembly Declaration it is not a
legally binding instrument un-
der international law, accord-
ing to a UN press release it
does “represent the dynamic

(Continued on Page10.)
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Current Eclectic

ICJ Issues an Order
On April 19, the Interna-

tional Criminal Court issued an
order on the applicat ion
brought by Ukraine on Janu-
ary 16, 2017, against the Rus-
sian Federation, in which Ukr-
aine charged Russia with vio-
lations of the International
Convention for the Suppres-
sion of the Financing of Ter-
rorism (ICSFT) and the Inter-
national Convention on the
Elimination of All Forms of
R a c i a l D i s c r i m i n a t i o n
(CERD). Pending a decision
on the charges, which could
take years,  Ukraine asked
that the ICJ indicate provi-

sional measures against Rus-
sia.

The Ukrainian application
listed 12 orders it wished to
have applied against Russia
with respect to the purported
violation of the ICSFT. In the
interim, Ukraine asked the
Court to indicate four provi-
sional measures it wished to
have applied against Russia.

After examining the issues
concerning Ukraine’s applica-
tion for interim measures un-
der ICSFT, the court con-
cluded “that the conditions re-
quired for the indication of
provisional measures in re-

spect of the rights alleged by
Ukraine on the basis of the
ICSFT are not met.”

In essence, this ruling
means that Ukraine, in its ap-
plication, did  not present
strong enough evidence con-
cerning Russia’s support of
terrorism to justify imposition
of interim measures.

The ruling does leave room
for Ukraine to make its case
when the matter goes to trial.

The order by the ICJ ad-
dressed the application by
Ukraine, with respect to
CERD.

Ukraine listed 12 com-
plaints against Russia in Cri-
mea, and asked for 5 provi-
sional orders to be applied
against Russia

“ Wi t h r e s p e c t t o t h e
C E R D , ” t h e I C J n o t e s ,
Ukraine requests that the
Court order the following pro-
visional measures:

“(a) the Russian Federation
shall refrain from any action
which might aggravate or ex-
tend the dispute under CERD
before the Court or make it
more difficult to resolve.

“(b) the Russian Federation
shall refrain from any act of
racial discrimination against
persons, groups of persons, or
institutions in the territory un-
der its effective control, in-
cluding the Crimean penin-
sula.

There was an interesting
line of development in the sto-
ries concerning the recent
outbreak (starting on May 12),
reportedly in over 100 coun-
tries,  of the ransomware virus
known as WannaCry. Initially,
there was no information about
the source of this “unstop-
pable” virus.

Over 300,000 computers
were infected around the world
before someone found a kill
switch, removing the threat,
but not before much harm had
been done, including damage
to such institutions as the
health service in Britain, the
Ministry of the Interior in Rus-
sia, tax offices in Brazil and
30,000 organizations in China

President Trump gave for-
mal notice on May 18  that he
will undertake renegotiation of
the North American Free
Trade Agreement, the free
trade deal between the USA,
Canada and Mexico.

Administration officials sent
a letter to Congress, trigger-
ing a 90-day consultation pe-
riod involving the administra-
tion, Congress and businesses.
This means that negotiations
can begin in mid-August, at
the earliest.

This is the first step toward
reshaping NAFTA, the trade
deal that became law in 1994.

During the most recent
American presidential elec-
tion, Donald Trump labelled
NAFTA the worst trade deal
in history, and promised vot-
ers to either throw it out or
renegotiate the deal which, he
claims, sent millions of US
manufacturing jobs to Mexico.

“S ince the s ign ing of
NAFTA, we have seen our
manufacturing industry deci-
mated, factories shuttered, and
countless workers left jobless.
President Trump is going to
change that,” Commerce Sec-
retary Wilbur Ross said in a
statement on May 18.

According to the US Cham-
ber of Commerce, 14 million
US jobs depend on trade with
Canada and Mexico. Exports
and imports between the three
countries have boomed since
NAFTA became law in 1994.

The tone of Mexico’s reac-
tion to the American an-
nouncement was a little dif-
ferent.

“The trilateral agreement
has been an immense benefit
for all parties,” Mexico’s eco-
nomic ministry said in a state-
ment. Mexico reaffirmed its
willingness to Renegotiate
NAFTA.

Mexico’s Foreign Secretary
Luis Videgaray Caso said in a
press conference held at the
US State Department that
Mexico is prepared to “make

Almost a decade ago, the
people of Greece elected to
government a party which had
promised that it would stand
up against the country’s inter-
national creditors, and refuse
to take the country deeper into
austerity. Not long after being
elected, however, the coali-
tion government, led by Prime
Minister Alexis Tsipras, ac-
cepted an agreement which
included the very austerity
measures the people were re-
jecting.

Seven years later, Greece
is still struggling to climb out
of the hole created by the in-
ternational financiers and their
Greek counterparts. Unem-
ployment is around 23%, and
life is hard.

In June of this year, Greece
is scheduled to make a 7.5
billion euros payment on its
debt to the European Stabil-

ization Fund of the European
Union. To make that payment,
Greece has to borrow more
money internationally. At the
beginning of May, after
months of negotiations, the
government and the European
Union together with the Inter-
national Monetary Fund,
reached an agreement which
would provide Greece with the
loans it needs – in exchange
for more austerity measures,
including pension cuts, tax in-
creases, and privatization of
public assets, among  other
steps.

Approval of the agreement
in the parliament of Greece
was scheduled for May 18, in
time for a May 22 meeting
with Eurozone finance minis-
ters, where the release of the
funds to Greece was to be
approved. The May 22 meet-
ing was also supposed to dis-

cuss debt relief for Greece,
which is expected to be tied to
even more austerity and fur-
ther concessions  to the finan-
ciers.

Though the government
promised some sops to make
the austerity more palatable,
at least some of them are de-
pendent on Greece meeting
performance targets set by the
bankers.

On May 18, before parlia-
ment opened, hundreds of
thousands (perhaps millions)
of workers responded to trade
union calls for a 24-hour gen-
eral strike to protest the added
attack on living standards.
Protest demonstrations were
held throughout the country.

Parliament passed the
agreement, paving the way for
the addition of another 7.5 bil-
lion euros to the 260 billion
euros it already owes.

More Austerity for Greece

it better”.
Canada expressed support

for NAFTA and said that this
country is already prepared to
negotiate.

“NAFTA’s track record is
one of economic growth and
middle-class job creation,”
Canada’s Minister of Foreign
Affairs, Chrystia Freeland,
said in a statement.

US lawmakers echoed a
similar sentiment, expressing
a desire to update NAFTA
while recognizing its benefits.

“There is no question that
NAFTA has been tremen-
dously successful for Ameri-
can workers, farmers, and
businesses,” Kevin Brady, a
Republican congressman from
Texas, said in a statement.
Mr. Brady leads the House
Ways and Means Committee,
which will play a big role dur-
ing negotiations.

American officials have not
been specific about what they
want to change in the deal.
This will become clear, at least
to the American negotiators,
over the next three months.

President Trump’s decision
to start the 90-day period
comes a few weeks after he
threatened to pull out of
NAFTA. Early in his presi-
dency, he also threatened to
impose a 20% tariff against
imports from Mexico.

 Trump slapped a 20% tar-
iff on Canadian lumber in April
and Mexican officials have
repeatedly warned him not to
use tariffs, saying they would
retaliate with their own tariffs
against American products.

Analysts estimate that the
time line to complete negotia-
tions is narrow. Mexico has
presidential elections in July,
2018, and President Enrique
Pena Nieto can not run be-
cause of term limits.

US congressional midterm
elections in fall of 2018 are
also a consideration, with the
Republicans concerned about
losing control.

NAFTA Renegotiation

(according to China Daily),
to name just a few.

Analysis of the WannaCry
virus led to information that, at
its core, was EternalBlue, a
hacking tool created years ago
by the National Security
Agency in the USA to gather
foreign intelligence by target-
ing vulnerabilities in Microsoft
systems. The NSA recognized
that EternalBlue was very
dangerous, and considered
alerting Microsoft to the vul-
nerability.

The NSA decided that
EternalBlue was too valuable
to shut down. Then cyber-
criminals, whose identity is not
known as this is written, ac-

Speculation on Source
of WannaCry Virus

“(c) the Russian Federation
shall cease and desist from
acts of political and cultural
supp re s s ion aga ins t t he
Crimean Tatar people, includ-
ing suspending the decree ban-
ning the Mejlis of the Crimean
Tatar People and refraining
from enforcement of this de-
cree and any similar meas-
ures, while this case is pend-
ing.

“(d) the Russian Federation
shall take all necessary steps
to halt the disappearance of
Crimean Tatar individuals and
to promptly investigate those
disappearances that have al-
ready occurred.

“(e) the Russian Federation
shall cease and desist from
acts of political and cultural
suppression against the ethnic
Ukrainian people in Crimea,
including suspending restric-
tions on Ukrainian-language
education and respecting eth-
nic Ukrainian language and
educational rights, while this
case is pending.”

The ICJ found it notewor-

thy that Ukraine, concerning
Crimea, based its claim solely
upon CERD, meaning that the
only issue the Court is called
to rule upon is allegations of
racial discrimination.”

It is interesting that
Ukraine did not apply to the
court with a charge that Rus-
sia illegally took over the Cri-
mea.

The ICJ found that the
U k r a i n e ’s c l a i m s u n d e r
CERD were “plausible”,
rather than established. The
court specifically said that it
was not deciding whether
Russia was guilty of the
charges brought by Ukraine.
It was only judging whether,
if Russia was indeed acting as
charged, the result would be
irreparable harm.

Furthermore, “Based on
the information before it at this
juncture, the Court is of the
opinion that Crimean Tatars
and ethnic Ukrainians in Cri-
mea appear to remain vulner-
able.

Statscan reported a net in-
crease of 3,200 jobs in April,
compared to March, 2017, with
a loss of 31,200 full time jobs,
and an increase of 34,300 part
time positions, reflecting a con-
tinued impoverishment of the
working class.

About 18,500 were added
to the rolls of the self-em-
ployed. We suspect they were
not all doctors and lawyers
setting up new practices.

Jobs in
Canada

(Continued on Page 8.)

(Continued on Page 8,)
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SEE US ON THE WEB!

AUUC (National)
auuc.ca
Edmonton AUUC, Trembita Ensemble
www.ukrainiancentre-edm.ca
Regina AUUC, Poltava Ensemble

   http://www.poltava.ca/
Taras Shevchenko Museum:
www.infoukes.com/shevchenkomuseum
Vancouver AUUC
http://www.auucvancouver.ca/
Winnipeg AUUC
http://ult-wpg.ca/
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It seems like such a long
time ago that many Canadians
were concerned about the
extinction of Canadian art and
culture, smothered by the
weight of American imports.
At the time, Canadian talent
had no option, other than to go
abroad (usually to the USA)
to get  the rewards associated
with larger audiences.

In the debate on this issue
were those who called for
American art and culture to
be banned, and those who
claimed that Canadian art and
culture were inferior and
should be allowed to die, if
they could not compete suc-
cessfully in the marketplace.
Between those two extremes
were people who thought that
banning American art and cul-
ture was unrealistic, but who
also believed that the Cana-
dian product, given an oppor-
tunity, could thrive.

The government adopted
policies which would provide
Canadian arts and culture more
access to audiences. Among
other measures, broadcasters
(and particularly the CBC),
were required to devote a cer-
tain portion of their schedules
to Canadian content and fund-
ing was made available to sup-
port creative artists and their
productions.

The result of those policies
has been a thriving Canadian
culture with strong Canadian
arts. Canadians can stay at
home to create, and compete
successfully on the world
stage. There has always been
room for improvement, but few
now doubt the quality of Ca-
nadian arts and culture.

Unfortunately, the policy of
support for the program has
fallen victim to the drive for
privatization, higher profits and
smaller budgets. Artistic op-
portunity in Canada is being
reduced, and cheap is becom-
ing the main artistic value.
Nevertheless, the lesson is
there to be learned, and may
serve a useful purpose in the
discussion of cultural appro-

priation.
There appear to be two as-

pects to cultural appropriation:
what is happening, and how
people feel about what is hap-
pening.

People’s feelings are their
own and they are certainly
entitled to them. Much of the
discussion of cultural appro-
priation has been about feel-
ings: about the appropriation
of religious or cultural sym-
bols, feelings about the way a
writer portrays a group, feel-
ings about who has a right to
write about particular topics.

Feelings can be useful in
establishing that there is a
problem, and in helping iden-
tify the problem. However,
feelings are seldom a reliable
guide to the best resolution of
a problem.

My first thoughts on the sub-
ject of cultural appropriation
were simple and primitive. I
was originally in the camp that
considers this much ado about
nothing. Early in my life, I was
taught, and still tend to be-
lieve, that “Imitation is the most
sincere form of flattery.”
Why, then, would anyone ob-
ject to being imitated?

That was my reaction a few
years ago, when I came upon
a group of black teenage
women harassing a white
counterpart for, they said,
“dressing black” — that is,
appropriating their style. All
those young women had gone
into stores, perhaps even the
same store, one in a chain of
stores, and bought the same
mass-produced garments,
available in thousands, perhaps
even tens of thousands, of
identical items. Why would (or
even could) any of them claim
exclusive rights to a style?
Why would they be unhappy
that somebody so admired
them as to want to be like
them?

Those young women were
acting on their feelings. Cer-
tainly, their behaviour sug-
gested that there was some
sort of problem, but it did not

help define the problem. Other
than allowing them to vent their
feelings (which some people
think is enough, or at least
good), it resolved nothing.

A new element was brought
into my thinking with the in-
formation that some high-pro-
file public figures were claim-
ing a heritage which was not
their own, and drawing on it
for their livelihood, in some
instances drawing resources
away from people who were
legitimately entitled to them.

That made me start to con-
sider that, perhaps, those com-
mentators were correct who
said that “it’s all about the
money”.

That, in turn, was part of
my becoming aware that cul-
tural appropriation is not at all
a simple matter.

Many writers on the sub-
ject, both those with simple
answers like “it’s all about the
money” and those who feel
victimized by cultural appro-
priation, seem to think that it is
simple, often in a “but I know
what I like” kind of way. How-
ever, their explanations of how
simple it is, especially when
considered in their collective
variety, soon make it clear that
the situation can be quite
murky, with many nuances.

By way of example, let me
say that, as a Ukrainian Cana-
dian, I feel no pain if someone
of a different background
wears a Ukrainian embroi-
dered shirt, sings a Ukrainian
song, or claims to make better
perogies than my mother ever
could. On the other hand, I
feel somewhat offended by,
and probably would not buy, a
“Canadian” or “Ukrainian”
souvenir with a “Made in
China”  (or some other for-
eign country) stamp.

Perhaps the difference is
that the first case can have
authenticity in some sense, and
is not usually exploitative, while
the “souvenirs” lack authen-
ticity, and have no purpose
other than commercial exploi-
tation.

In neither case I do feel a
compulsion to ban anything or
insist on a different behav-
iour. My “take it or leave it,
attitude may well be a conse-
quence of my fortunate cir-
cumstances, such that I do not
feel threatened or deprived.

Thoughts on Cultural
Appropriation

(Continued on Page 8.)

Journalistic Objectivity

Journalism has been in the news in Canada  quite a bit
of late. Among the stories have been accounts of police
spying on journalists and hacking their equipment, as well
as putting plain old fashioned pressure on them to un-
cover sources.

There were a string of resignations firings and demo-
tions related to the discussion of cultural appropriation,
with some members of the media showing rather poor
judgement.

The situation has been such that international organi-
zations which monitor such things have lowered Cana-
da’s score in the freedom-of-the-press sweepstakes.

One of the topics which has been part of the discus-
sion was journalistic objectivity, which became an issue
when a Toronto Star columnist moved from observer
and commentator to activist. He was not fired, but he
left his job with the paper because the cause was more
important to him.

It is not insignificant, it seems to us, that he was hired,
at least in part, because he was an activist, and he was
hired to write about the area in which he was active.

His critics were of the opinion that maintaining jour-
nalistic objectivity, the most important journalistic value,
was incompatible with activism. They suggested (except
for those who said it outright) that lack of involvement
was the same as objectivity.

An irony in the situation is that one of his strongest
critics, who bragged about maintaining her objectivity to
the point of not even voting in elections, is famous for
being quite biased in favour of the military and the police
for example. The slant of her reportage when she is cov-
ering a story involving either group is quite predictable.

The best journalists are not those who adopt an atti-
tude of detachment and are unaware of their own preju-
dices. Journalism is at its best when the writer cares about
the subject, and is able to use that connection to express
the truth.

Objectivity is not in presenting two sides of a story,
regardless of how false one side may be, but in discern-
ing and expressing the truth, whether it be one side or
two or several. The person was correct who said that
formal objectivity is activism in favour of the status quo.

Not all cause journalism is good journalism, of course,
because there are many considerations in determining
the quality of journalism. But some of the best journal-
ism is cause journalism, because, at its best, it makes the
story matter, and can lead to positive change.
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From Our History

ebrated the 50th anniver-
sary of the Women’s
Branches in the AUUC,
formed five years after
the organization came into
being.

The May, 1972, issue
of The Ukrainian Cana-
dian, then a 48-page
magazine, reported on
these celebrations in
Hamilton, Ontario, and
Winnipeg, Manitoba.

We present those re-
ports, with some of the
pictures

Next year, the Associa-
tion of United Ukrainian
Canadians will celebrate
its centennial. One of the
interesting aspects of an
organization that is 100
years old is its history.
Looking back, one can
find significant anniver-
sary celebrations which
took place long ago, some-
times marking  aspects of
the organziation whic no
longer exist.

Forty-five years ago, in
1972, the AUUC cel-

Top photo shows the head table
at the special banquet honouring
the local AUUC women on the
occasion of their golden jubilee.
On the right, the main table with
the principal guests of honour
from the Hamilton women’s
branch of the AUUC.

Hamiltonians honoured the
AUUC women on their 50th
anniversary at a special ban-
quet that saw the Ukrainian
Labour Temple in the Steel
City packed to the doors. The
banquet and dance were held
on April 1. In addition to the
roster of speakers, with the
main address by Stanley Ziniuk
from the national executive of
the Association, the Berizka
Women’s Choir under the di-
rection of Mrs. Stefanyshyn
entertained the guests with a
number of selections. Mary
Kaludjer, Hamilton member of
the national committee of the
Association, presided.

AUUC Women Honoured In Hamilton

colourful Ukrainian embroi-
dery, a

Winnipeg Marks AUUC Women’s Jubilee

Winnipeg holds the historic
distinction of being the city in
which the first women’s
branch of the Ukrainian La-
bour Temple Association (now
the Association of United
Ukrainian Canadians) was

national president of the Work-
ers Benevolent Association
Anthony Bilecki, from Anna
Choma of the first Winnipeg
Women’s branch, from repre-
sentatives of The Federation
of Russian Canadians, United
Jewish People’s Order, Con-
gress of Canadian Women and
former Winnipeggers now liv-
ing in Toronto: Mary Navis,
Katherine Shatulsky, Helen
Kassian and Anna Chach-
kowsky.

Paul Kutynych extended
greetings and a donation of
$50 in memory of his beloved
wife, Olga, also one of the
pioneers, who passed away a
year ago.

There was also a silent trib-
ute to all those who have
passed away, but will always
be remembered.

Pretty young Ukrainian
dancers handed the women
pioneers the Honour Scrolls
especially made for the occa-
sion, others pinned on gold
tags as people came in.

The day’s program con-
cluded with an enjoyable con-
cert provided by the AUUC
c u l t u r a l g r o u p s — t h e
“Barvinok” women’s choir, the
“Bandurist” Male Chorus and
the string orchestra, all under
the direction of conductor
William Philipowich; the
V e s e l k a d a n c e r s a n d a
younger group of the AUUC
school of folk dancing under
the direction of Ron Mokry
and Robert Pawlyk and the
popular Kozub family folk sing-
ers. Beth Krall, chairman of
the Manitoba Women’s Com-
mittee AUUC, acted as MC.

Honourary praesidium of Winnipeg District AUUC women — pioneer members  of the
ULFTA-AUUC.

peg, also, that the women’s
magaz ine “Rob i tn i t sya”
(Workingwoman) was pub-
lished.

The Golden Jubilee of the
AUUC women’s branches
was fittingly marked March

12 in Winnipeg’s Ukrainian
Labour Temple. A large audi-
ence attended the celebration
sponsored jointly by the Pro-
vincial Committee, AUUC, its
women’s committee and all
AUUC branches of Winnipeg
district. Canada as equals with
men.

A truly festive atmosphere
was provided by a beautiful
display of colourful Ukrainian
embroidery, a wide selection
of dolls of many countries,
lovely examples of other forms
of handicrafts, a large photo
exhibit of the manifold activi-
ties of AUUC women
throughout the 50-year span.

It was an emotional and in-
spiring  event. Chairman of
t h e M a n i t o b a P r o v c o m
AUUC, William Hluchaniuk,
opened the proceedings by
presenting to the audience the
honorary praesidium of 18 pio-
neer women members seated
on the  stage.

Mary Wynogradoff, first
woman  organizer told of the
difficult beginnings and of the
undaunted  determination of
the immigrant Ukrainian
women to take their place in
all aspects of life in Canada as
equals with men.

 The main address by Mary
Kardash, secretary of the
Manitoba

AUUC Women’s Commit-
tee, outlined the contribution
of progressive Ukrainian
women in the struggles of
Canadians for a better life.

Warm greetings were ex-
tended from the National Ex-
ecutive Committee of the
AUUC by provincial secre-
tary Michael Mokry, from the

 The main address by Mary Kar-

The (Winipeg) handicraft committee: L. to R.: Kay HIadly,
Anna Nahorniak, Anna Semenov, Kalyna Mateychuk, Anna
Krenz.

organized in 1922. For many
years (up to World War II) the
Central Committee of the
Women’s Section ULFTA
gave guidance to the wom-
en’s branches throughout the
country, and it was in Winni-
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On March 12, International
Women’s Week was cel-
ebrated for the second year
running at the Ukrainian La-
bour Temple in Winnipeg. The
c o l l a b o r a t i o n b e t w e e n
Sarasvàti Productions and the
Winnipeg Branch of the
AUUC resulted in the pres-
entation of three short one-
woman monologues inter-
spersed with talks by three
women activists.

The theme for the mono-
logues was “Starting Over”,
and the speakers were asked
to incorporate this into their
talk.

The meeting opened with
remarks by AUUC Winnipeg
Branch Vice-President Emily
Halldorson. Fittingly her wel-
come included recognition that
the Ukrainian Labour Temple
is located on Treaty 1 territory,
on the original lands of the
Anishinaabe Cree, Oji-Cree,
Dakota and Dene peoples,
recognition of those treaties,
and acknowledgement of the
past injustices and harms in
the spirit of reconciliation and
collaboration.

What followed was a in-

IWW Celebrated at Winnipeg ULT

formative event in which art
and politics merged in a cel-
ebration of women’s struggles
to define themselves.

The speakers for the event
were: Althea Guiboche, an in-
digenous woman born in Swan
River but now living in Winni-
peg; Nancy Kardash, who,
from her earliest years, was
engaged in the progressive
movement of the Ukrainian
community, organized by the
AUUC at the Ukrainian La-
bour Temple; and Maryam
Razzaq, who, as a young Mus-
lim woman, has had to deal
with the experience of being
a woman and Muslim in a
world increasingly being po-
larized into “us” and “them”.

Early in the program, the
audience was given lyrics to
“Bread and Roses”. Led by
AUUC member Tusia Kozub,
everyone joined in singing the
song as a group celebration of
women’s struggles.

The ta lk presented by
Nancy Kardash dealt with the
life of women in the AUUC
and how it mobilized them. As
members of a progressive,
secular organization rooted in

the life and struggles of work-
ing people, a number of women
distinguished themselves as
organizers and activists. Her
talk was accompanied by a
slide presentation of some of
these women to whom Nancy
spoke about their particular
efforts and contributions. The
talk emphasized the political
role of women in society.

Maryam Razzaq brought a
sense of two worlds and two
cultures (she has lived both in
Pakistan and Canada) to her
talk. She spoke of how this
experience has given her a
strong voice to speak out for
the rights of women and
against injustice. As an activ-
ist in the Muslim Students’
Association (she is studying
Health Sciences at the Uni-
versity of Manitoba) and hav-
ing worked with the Manitoba
Islamic Associat ion, she
spoke to the present-day re-
alities of being a Muslim in an
increasingly xenophobic envi-
ronment. She described her
religious values as giving her
the orientation to face and
fight injustice. She explained
that her parents were highly

supportive of her finding her
value and strength as a woman
in a traditional Pakistani soci-
ety that gave more value to the
role of men. This outlook has
conditioned her work as an
activist here.

Althea Guiboche spoke
both of her life in the tradi-
tional ways of her people, liv-
ing on and in harmony with the
land, and of the modern, ur-
ban experience as an indig-
enous person in a society
geared to less human values.
Her talk documented her ex-
perience of homelessness and
a Canadian society which, for
all its talk of modernity, easily
lets people slip into living on
the street. It was the struggle
to find her way that shaped
her life. She explained how
she could have given up but
did not. She explained how
she found purpose in groups
such as the Indigenous Writ-
ers Collective and getting in
touch with traditional aspects
of indigenous life such as the
making of bannock as a re-
minder of what indigenous
people once had. Althea is also
known as the “bannock lady”
because of her efforts to feed
people on the street with her
home-made bannock. Her
story was an affirmation of
the need for people to see all
people as the same and with
a spirit of humanity. This came
out in her description of work
amongst the homeless on the
street which mainstream so-
ciety ignores, treats with char-
ity or, what is worse, is afraid
of. Her activism is now fo-
cused on finding solutions to
homelessness, and she noted
the importance of Winnipeg
hosting the Canadian Alliance
to End Homelessness Confer-
ence in October this year.

Between speakers were
the presentations of three of
the Sarasvàti monologues that

were part of International
Women’s Celebrations.

Each monologue was intro-
duced by Hope McIntyre, Ar-
tistic Director of Sarasvàti
Productions. Sarasvàti Pro-
ductions produces theatre for
social change, and for Inter-
national Women’s Week it
seeks out plays by women on
their experiences.

The three chosen by the
AUUC were: Aabamii (Rise
Up) by Madison Thomas;
Diaspora by Angie St. Mars
with Alka Kumar; You Say
Tomato , I Say…Fine by
Angie St. Mars.

Aabamii, tells the story of
Tempest, a young Ojibwe ac-
tivist dedicated to standing up
for her people’s rights, but
she’s also just a twenty-two
year-old woman trying to navi-
gate life. The monologue is
centred around a choice she
has to make when she deliv-
ers an emotionally charged
speech aimed at a politician at
a rally. It takes us through a
difficult choice she must make
— apologize or stand by what
she believes in.

Diaspora is about defining
“home” – something important
for newcomers to Canada. In
this monologue, while trying to
welcome a newcomer to Win-
nipeg, Amna, once a new-
comer herself, is faced with
the difficulty of defining
‘home’.

Y o u S a y T o m a t o , I
Say…Fine is about a young
woman, who with the freedom
of graduation and adulthood,
struggles to tell her family dif-
ficult news about her plans for
the future, which are to leave
Canada and return to Nigeria.

Following the talks and
monologues, the audience en-
gaged with the presenters in
a question and answer ses-
sion.

— Glenn Michalchuk

The “UCH” received the
following article about a re-
cent meeting of Edmonton
AUUC Seniors Club.

It has been several months
since I have had the joy of
sharing the Edmonton Seniors’
activities with you!

As Lucy   Antoniw said a
few years ago, we have had
so many speakers that we
know everything about every-
thing! More or less, those
were Lucy’s words!

However, one of our sen-
iors, Eva Doskosh, arranged
for the Alberta Heart Founda-
tion to do a   most beneficial
presentation for us — how to
keep a healthy heart!  

Based on an audiovisual
presentation by the techno
wizard Winston Gereluk, we
learned many things about our
heart which I wish to share
below!

— Every 7 minutes, some-
one in Canada has a stroke!

— O u r h e a r t p u m p s
100,000 times per day!

— Our coronary artery is
the size of a drinking straw!

— Plaque collects loosely
in our arteries, primarily be-
cause of diet and genetics!

— Now children as young
as 10 years old have stokes!

 Symptoms of a
Heart Attack

Symptoms of a heart attack
include: chest discomfort/
pressure (women have pain in
their neck and jaw as well),
shortness of breath, sweating,
nausea, and dizziness 

Action

If someone has a heart at-
tack, or if a heart attack is
suspected, in Alberta or On-
tario, call 911 immediately.

CPR may be used to reduce
the chances of death.

Stroke happens in the brain.
Check the person’s face

shape, ability to raise and sus-
tain both arms, and ability to
speak.

Control

To reduce your chances of
suffering a stroke, do not
smoke. Check your blood
pressure often, control your
cholesterol level, reduce fat
intake, and eat many, many
fruits and vegetables. Do
physical exercise.

In Eva’s introductory   re-
marks she reminded us to be
aware of “what we have to do
for ourselves” to maintain a
healthy heart!

We started our gathering by
having a minute of silence for
one of our members, Nestor
Bagan, who passed earlier in
the month. Condolences were
sent from us to Nestor’s wife
Morindi and her family.

Our birthday celebrants this
month were Lucy Antoniw
and Clarence Kapowski, both

of whom were unable to at-
tend.

William   and Shirley Uhryn
gathered Lucy’s birthday cup
cake and candle, along with
their bouquets of pussy wil-
lows, and with all the best of
wishes expressed by the sen-
iors, delivered them.

Lucy has a beautiful new
residence in Devon, Alberta,
a community south of Edmon-
ton, Alberta. There, after
greeting each other with many
hugs and kisses and tears of
pleasure, we went with the
cake to the social room, where
her friends were gathered.
We   sang   “Happy Birthday”
and “Mnohaya leeta”. Lucy
cut the one cupcake into about
10 pieces and shared it with
the others at our table.  

We brought book marks
with verses of Shevchenko’s
words.   Lucy said with a gen-
tle, modest smile of surprise,
“I translated that!” Lucy then
proceeded to read and inter-
pret the stanzas to us!

Lucy’s bouquet of pussy

willows, she insisted, must
also be shared with all, so she
placed   them in a vase in the
lounge.

In April we will be gather-
ing to celebrate Ann Husar’s
birthday.

Following that, Winston
Gereluk will be our speaker.
Winston is writing a history of
the Ukrainian early settlers in
Alberta. He is in the first year
of a three-year time line.

Winston’s mission is to
record the early history of the
Ukrainian people because,
though history has been writ-
ten about early Alberta set-
tlers, few lines are about the
Ukrainian people and their
contribution.

Somewhere in the reader-
ship of the Ukrainian Cana-
dian Herald there is some-
one who told me that she has
clipped and saved each arti-
cle that I have written about
my Edmonton Seniors!

Whoever you are, I dedi-
cate this article to YOU!

— Shirley Uhryn

Presenters at the celebration of International Women’s Week at the Ukrainian Labour
Temple in Winnipeg on March 12: (left to right) Althea Guiboche, Nancy Kardash, Marryam
Razzaq, Erica Wilson, Alka Kumar, Nalini Reddy and Hope McIntyre.

— Photo: Glenn Michalchuk

Seniors Learn about Their Hearts
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Spring Free from Racism
was a multicultural gathering
at the Italian Club on Sunday,
March 19, in Regina.  It was
the event’s  18th year cel-
ebrating cultural diversity.

The event coincides with
the International Day for the
Elimination of Racial Dis-
crimination, which is cel-
ebrated each year on March
21.

It was a day of celebration,
as the Spring Free From Rac-
ism kicked off with lots of fan-
fare.

The Regina Branch of As-
sociation of United Ukrainian
Canadians participated in this
annual event with students of
the AUUC Poltava School of
Performing Arts.  Members of
L i l e y a a n d p r e - P o l t a v a
classes presented several
numbers as their part in the
cultural performances.

 This event, for 18 years,
has emphasised that multi-
culturalism in Saskatchewan
has become extremely impor-
tant, and events like this bring
us all together and make us all
feel like one. This gathering
not only celebrated multi-
culturalism and diversity, but
it also promoted education
and acceptance.

“We’re here to celebrate
and bring awareness to the
[up-coming] International Day
for the Elimination of Racial
Discrimination,” said Barb
Dedi, president of Spring Free
for Racism and the Saskatch-
ewan Association of Human
Rights.

She said that Spring Free
from Racism not only plans
this annual event, but also
works with issues of discrimi-
nation and racism throughout
the year, using  public aware-
ness campaigns and educa-

t i ona l p rog ramming fo r
schools.

“It’s a day where people
can not only share their eth-
nic dancing, but also taste
food from around the world,”
said Ms. Dedi.

She said that this year’s
event brought the largest
number of participating food
booths they’ve ever had.

“I think it’s just important to
take time to celebrate the dif-
ferent cultures, the wide di-
versity of cultures that we
have in Regina. It’s really
neat to come and see,” said
Emma Kramer-Rodger, a vol-
unteer representing Amnesty
International at the event.

Ms. Dedi said that admis-

The Lileya dancers (above) and the Pre-Poltava group
(below) presented several dances at Spring Free from Rac-
ism on March 19. Both collectives are instructed by Emery
Millette and Daniel Hebert.

— Photos: Mark Greschner

sion to the event is free, and
attendants only have to pay
for food purchased.

“This is our big event, [so
we] open it up to every fam-
ily in Regina —  not depend-
ent on your economic status
— so people are not paying
money to go see a cultural
event,” said Ms. Dedi.

“Racism is still alive in the
city of course.”

“We still have some ways
to go. We still need to teach
our children in the school
system, because racism —
you’re not born with it, rac-
ism is something you learn,”
Spring Free From Racism
Chairperson Barb Dedi ex-
plained.

Regina Celebrates Diversity

more business and job oppor-
tunities for middle-class Ca-
nadians.

“Importantly, it will main-
tain strong provisions to en-
sure that Canadians can work
in different parts of the coun-
try.

“Carpenters, insurance ad-
justers, welders and plumb-
ers, and even accountants like
me — folks who work in these
licensed professions will be
able to have their Canadian
credentials recognized across
the country.

“This agreement will also
give consumers more choice,
especially if they want to buy
goods and services from other
parts of Canada.

“This agreement will make
it easier and less costly for
companies to sell their goods
and services across the coun-
try, which means Canadians
can expect to pay less for

(Continued from Page 1.)

CTFA what they buy.
“Additionally, this agree-

ment will enable more busi-
nesses to sell to governments
across the country.

“In fact, for the first time
ever, Canadian companies
operating in certain regulated
professions, such as engineer-
ing and architecture, will be
able to compete for govern-
ment contracts across the
country.

“In another historic first,
suppliers to most publicly
owned energy utilities can bid
for a range of government con-
tracts in many parts of the
country.

“These contracts are esti-
mated to be worth more than
$4.7 billion annually.

“As well, this agreement will
require governments to work
on having fewer rules and
regulations that stifle the
growth of Canadian busi-
nesses.

“This agreement will also
ensure that businesses based
in Canada have the same or

better access to their home
market as our international
trading partners.

“It sets out a process and
timetable for working toward
enhanced trade in the few sec-
tors of the economy that are
not currently covered.

“That includes the sale of
alcoholic beverages.

“Finally, this agreement will
automatically apply to new and
emerging sectors.

“We also made sure the
agreement focused on cutting
red tape so businesses could
expand and innovate more
easily.

“And we took a strong stand
to make sure that the agree-
ment had teeth.

“The result is that this
agreement has strong mecha-
nisms to hold all governments
to account for living up to the
terms of the agreement.

A critique of the CFTA was
prepared by Scott Sinclair of
the Canadian Centre for Policy
Alternatives. Because govern-
mental statements should not

be taken at face value these
days, we present selections
from “Five things to know
about the Canadian Free Trade
Agreement”

“The CFTA replaces the
Agreement on Internal Trade
(AIT), which was completed
in 1995 and updated a half-
dozen times since to respond
to business complaints about
its usefulness (to them).

“But this makeover is pretty
far-reaching and things have
never been as simple as the
media or business groups im-
ply when they talk about Cana-
da’s so-called internal trade
barriers....

“The alleged costs of inter-
nal trade barriers are fre-
quently exaggerated.

“Actual examples of sig-
nificant internal trade barriers
are few and far between.

“Back in 2006, a Conserva-
tive senator on the banking
committee came up with a
widely cited estimate that in-
ternal trade barriers cost up to
$50 billion annually. But when
the Canadian Press ran that
number through its ‘Baloney
Meter’ it found that, on a scale
from ‘no baloney’ to ‘full of
baloney,’ the $50-billion esti-
mate was full of baloney,
meaning ‘the statement is
completely inaccurate.’

“In fact, over the years,
most empirical studies have
found that the costs of internal
trade barriers were small,
ranging from 0.05% to 0.10%
of GDP. One outlier, a 1991
Canadian Manufacturers’
Association study, suggested
that the costs of internal trade
barriers were as high as 1% of
GDP.

“A good argument can be
made that the CFTA has less
to do with reducing internal
trade barriers than with imple-
menting international trade
obligations. Under Canadian
constitutional law, the federal
government can negotiate in-
ternational trade treaties but
can’t implement them in areas
of provincial jurisdiction. The
CFTA solves that problem by
getting the provinces to volun-
tarily bind themselves to the
terms of the international deals
and making their obligations
enforceable within Canada.

“In line with CETA (Canada-
Europe Trade Agreement), the
new CFTA effectively elimi-
nates the ability of provincial,
municipal or broader public
sector institutions such as
schools, universities and hos-
pitals to use their procurement
to favour local suppliers or to
encourage any kind of local
economic development. Pub-
lic purchasers can still give
preferences (of up to 10%)
for Canadian suppliers so long
as this is consistent with inter-
national trade agreements, but
they can’t use, or even con-
sider, any conditions in their
tenders to increase local eco-
nomic benefits.

“So how does that affect
local food purchasing polices?
In all provinces except Al-

berta, New Brunswick and
PEI, which have exempted
local food, favouring local food
in any tender over the $100,000
threshold is forbidden.

“This is a sad case of over-
kill and a setback for the bud-
ding local food movement,
which has been encouraging
public bodies to use their pur-
chasing power to give local
food and local growers a boost.
One wonders if municipalities
such as Toronto and Vancou-
ver, which already have such
local food policies in place,
were asked for their views.

“There has been consider-
able hand-wringing over the
exclusion of alcohol and agri-
cultural supply management
from the deal. No question,
restrictions on taking alcohol
across provincial boundaries
are annoying. But in most prov-
inces there are pretty liberal
personal exemptions.

“Most Canadian citizens
understand that policies such
as agricultural supply manage-
ment or liquor monopolies are
legitimate regulatory choices.
While they may result in costs
or lost opportunities for some,
they also bring significant ben-
efits.

“Canada has had a very
negative experience with in-
vestor–state dispute settle-
ment (ISDS) under NAFTA.
We’ve been challenged more
times than any other NAFTA
party, and many of these chal-
lenges are against provincial
measures, ...

“Yet the CFTA includes a
person-to-government com-
plaint mechanism that bears
some similarity to ISDS. To
their credit, the provinces have
limited the process in some
significant ways. Fines are
capped at $10 million for the
biggest provinces and prorated
for the smaller ones. More
importantly, the payouts don’t
go to the persons or compa-
nies bringing the claim, but
into a fund to advance internal
trade.

“It is inappropriate, in a fed-
eral system such as ours, to
label provincial differences in
approaches to environmental
protection, regional economic
development, public services,
consumer protection or other
policies and regulations as “in-
ternal trade barriers.”

“Remember that regulations
are created for a reason. While
protecting the environment,
workers or consumers can in-
crease costs for business, it
also has significant benefits.

“But if any province, terri-
tory or the federal govern-
ment identifies a regulation as
a potential barrier to trade, it
can compel others to enter
into in a regulatory reconcilia-
tion process. This process is
mandatory and “shall achieve”
a reconciliation agreement. At
the end of the day, a govern-
ment can refuse to submit to a
reconciliation agreement en-
tered into by others, but its
distinctive regulation must
then be listed as an exception
to the CFTA.



UKRAINIAN CANADIAN HERALDPAGE 8 JUNE 2017

There is no sense that some-
thing has been stolen from me,
unlike those who say that cul-
tural appropriation is theft.

That is just one of the many
nuances in my feelings on the
subject.

Aside from nuanced feel-
ings, a subjective matter, there
are also objective complexi-
ties in consideration of cul-
tural appropriation.

One such complexity is the
issue of identification. For ex-
ample, there appears to be
some differences of opinion
(as well as differences of defi-
nition) concerning who can be
legitimately identified as abo-
riginal, indigenous, or First
Nations. One reason Canada
used to give for rejecting the
“United Nations Declaration
on the Rights of Indigenous
Peoples” was that it lacked a
definition of indigenous peo-
ples. That may have been a
ploy by people who merely did
not want to accept the decla-
ration, but it relied on, and
gained plausibility from, the
reality that definitions —
agreeing on what we are talk-
ing about —  is very important
in many circumstances.

In the Canadian context,
with so much intermarriage

and interpenetration of cul-
tures, individual identity is of-
ten far from straightforward.

So, who is to decide? In a
number of areas, we are in-
creasingly accepting individual
self-identification, and that
works in a broad range of situ-
ations. However, there are
limits; for example, if a com-
munity does not accept some-
one, then (regardless of how
that person feels or what defi-
nitions apply) there are at least
some ways in which the indi-
vidual is not a member of that
community.

Those limits become par-
ticularly important under two
circumstances: when there is
competition for limited re-
sources, and/or when the com-
munity feels threatened, ex-
ploited or oppressed.

Some commentators, par-
ticularly those who think that
concern about cultural appro-
priation is political correctness
gone wild, ask, “Does this
mean that straight, white, mid-
dle-class men can not have
gay and/or black and/or
workingclass men and/or
women in their novels?” The
question contains its logical
extension: “Does it mean that
we can only write about our-
selves, the only character we

(Continued from Page 4.)

Cultural Appropriation know fully?”
The answer has to be, and

they know it, “It does not mean
that at all. Any novelist (and,
by extension, any creative art-
ist) should be allowed to in-
clude any character, living or
dead, real or imaginary, in a
creation.” Any other answer
can only lead to a sterile cul-
ture which fails to reflect any
creator’s reality.

Nor should it mean that the
creator, as some insist, should
treat any and all subjects with
respect, compassion or any
other particular way. There
are many reasons why this
should not be the yardstick.
For one thing, it is totally sub-
jective. What one person thinks
passes this test may be a total
disaster in another person’s
opinion.

For another thing, there is
no shortage of historical ex-
amples, some of them in ef-
fect today, of insistence that
certain topics, at least, be
treated in certain ways. Is
there a single one which can
be called a positive experi-
ence?

Perhaps the main reason
why this can not be the yard-
stick is that nobody means it.
Nobody means, “Write with
compassion, respect, and un-
derstanding about my oppres-
sor.” What everyone means
is, “Write with compassion,

respect, understanding and a
historical perspective about
me, and if you can’t, or won’t,
do that, then don’t write about
me at all.”

Freedom of expression is
not an absolute value, but it is
an important one, even when
it is being supported by het-
erosexual, even privileged, old,
white guys. The first victims
of its elimination are invari-
ably the exploited, oppressed
minorities, who do not nor-
mally set the rules.

Sometimes names like Gord
Downie, Mark Twain, Harriet
Beecher Stowe, Alan Paton,
Joseph Boyden, and Harper
Lee are cited in support of
some definition of cultural ap-
propriation. Sometimes it is
suggested that the elimination
of these people would have
created room for minority
voices. Both sides of this di-
chotomy are debatable, but
both sides also bear some
truth.

The first part points out that,
in circumstances where a
group has no space for self-
expression, “advocates” (let
us call them) on their behalf
can play a positive role. The
second part points out that
space must be made for peo-
ple’s telling of their own sto-
ries.

It can not be assumed, how-

ever, that space created by
elimination of the “advocates”
will be filled by people telling
their own stories. As was done
with Canadian art and culture,
measures must be taken not
only to create the space for
minority voices, but also to
encourage the minority voices
to take those places.

More institutions have to be
created to feature minority
voices, and existing institutions
(like the CBC) have to pro-
vide more openings. Minority
arts and culture have to be
promoted and funded so that
audiences gain access and
knowledge about minority of-
ferings.

Multiculturalism must be
rejuvenated, to break down
the rigidity imposed by the
structures which were cre-
ated to make administration
easier. In some cases, they
enabled political exclusion
which continues to this day.

One positive difference to-
day, compared to the 20th cen-
tury, is the internet, which pro-
vides space and opportunities
which were not available in
earlier times. The uphill strug-
gle minority voices still face in
reaching a broad audience il-
lustrates the need for active
measures if minority (and spe-
cifically aboriginal) voices are
to thrive in the public arena.

Ukraine asked for five in-
terim measures against Rus-
sia. The court indicated in-
terim measures that the Rus-
sian Federation must, in ac-
cordance with its obligations
under the International Con-
vention on the Elimination of
All Forms of Racial Dis-
crimination, refrain from
maintaining or imposing limi-
tations on the ability of the
Crimean Tatar community to
conserve its representative
institutions, including the
Mejlis, and  ensure the avail-
ability of education in the
Ukrainian language.

The court, then, ruled posi-
tively on two of Ukraine’s five
requests.

What difference the court’s
ruling will make is open to
speculation, as Russia claims
that the rights of the minori-

ties are already safeguarded,
and the banning of the Mejlis
was matter of security, rather
than discrimination.

Additionally, the ICJ or-
dered that, “Both Parties shall
refrain from any action which
might aggravate or extend the
dispute before the Court or
make it more difficult to re-
solve.”

The court ruled:
“(w)ith regard to the situa-

tion in eastern Ukraine, the
Court reminds the Parties that
the Security Council, in its
resolution 2202 (2015), en-
dorsed the ‘Package of Meas-
ures for the Implementation of
the Minsk Agreements’,
adopted and signed in Minsk
on 12 February 2015.... The
Court expects the Parties,
through individual and joint ef-
forts, to work for the full
implementation of this ‘Pack-

(Continued from Page 3.)

CJ Issues an Order age of Measures’ in order to
achieve a peaceful settlement
of the conflict in the eastern
regions of Ukraine.”

Concerning the Minsk
agreements, in other words,
the court made both Ukraine
and Russia responsible for
working toward a peaceful
settlement of the conflict.

Ukraine and its supporters
put the best face possible on
the court’s decision, but they
must have been disappointed.
The court granted only a mini-
mal amount of what Ukraine
was seeking, and even that lit-
tle bit may be inconsequential.
Furthermore, the court told
both Russia and Ukraine to
accept their responsibilities
under the Minsk agreements.
Ukraine did not challenge
Russia’s claim to the Crimea,
but its arguments in support of
the rights of the Crimean
Tatars and Ukrainians can be
turned to support the rights of
Ukraine’s  Russian minority.

quired EternalBlue, modified
it, and unleashed “a cyber-
attack that now ranks as
among the most disruptive in
history”, as it was character-
ized by Ellen Nakashima and
Craig Timberg in The National
Post and reprinted in the To-
ronto Star on May 22.

It  is possible that the
EternalBlue virus was in-
cluded in the set of viruses
(known as exploits, which are
hacking tools) released in
August by a “mysterious
group” calling itself Shadow
Brokers. This would have
made the virus available for
use even by novice hackers.

Systems in the USA, ac-
cording to the report in The
Washington Post, were most-
ly spared, as American agen-
cies were given a security
patch, after Microsoft was
alerted to the danger, to pro-
tect against the vulnerability.
(Of course, this patch was not
made available internationally

(Continued from Page 3,)

WannaCry perhaps  because NSA wanted
to keep the EternalBlue virus
as a tool.)

For no apparent reason,
other than the opportunity pre-
senting itself, the USA quickly
prepared to ban Chinese tech
firms operating in the USA,
including Huawei Technolo-
gies.

Around May 17, it was an-
nounced that the Democratic
Peoples Republic of Korea
( a k a N o r t h K o r e a ) w a s
thought to have unleashed it,
because (reportedly) the virus
had some identifying features
of coding used by the DPRK
in the past.

Because everybody has a
favourite villain, and every-
thing can be added to the
propaganda mill, as of this
writing, we are still waiting for
Chrystia Freelander, Canada’s
Minister of Foreign Affairs, to
release  information that “the
attack was part of Russia’s
ongoing effort to destabilize
democracy in the Western
world, against which Canada
should be alert” (to provide a
possible wording).

 Canada and ten other coun-
tries agreed on the May 21
weekend to re-evaluate the
Trans-Pacific Partnership, the
controversial trade deal that
has been assumed dead since
the USA pulled out in Janu-
ary.

Trade officials said the deal
would change significantly
without American involve-
ment, although leaders from
the eleven remaining countries

TPP Revival
are still figuring out what a
revised trade plan would look
like.

In its current form, the part-
nership requires US participa-
tion before it can go into ef-
fect. But a revised TPP would
not be as simple as taking the
US out of the existing deal:
each of the eleven remaining
countries will have to re-evalu-
ate its own trade needs with-
out of American involvement.

Ministers attending the
Asia-Pacific Economic Con-
ference (APEC) in Hanoi,
Vietnam, discussed taking an-
other look at the terms of the
deal. Officials from the coun-
tries involved, which include
Australia, Malaysia, Mexico,
and Singapore, among others,
have agreed to present as-
sessments to their leaders
when they meet for an annual
APEC summit in Vietnam in
November, which will also in-
clude US President Donald
Trump, Russian President

Vladimir Putin and Chinese
President Xi Jinping.

Since the US withdrawal,
Japan and New Zealand have
been leading efforts to revive
the deal. Both countries have
ratified the agreement and
moved forward on legislation
related to the deal.

New Zealand Trade Minis-
ter Todd McClay said the re-
maining countries are open to

others joining, provided they
accept the trade agreement's
high standards on labour and
environmental protection. He
said the door remains open to
the USA, even after Presi-
dent Donald Trump withdrew
from the pact, saying he pre-
fers bilateral free trade deals.

Supporters of the agreement
argue that opening the Cana-

(Continued on Page 11.)
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Ukrainian Miscellany

Ukraine’s Health Care
System

This is how Diane Francis,
Senior Fellow at the Atlantic
Council, described Ukraine’s
health care system in a blog
on April 17:

“In Ukraine, bribery in
health care is rampant. Hos-
pitals pay bribes to get fund-
ing from ministry officials and
politicians, contractors pay
bribes to build hospitals that
aren’t needed, doctors pay
bribes to get licensed, pharma
and equipment companies pay
bribes, and patients pay bribes
to get treatment and then, to
boot, overpay for drugs.”

These comments were part
of an article whose message
was that a package of reforms
introduced by Dr. Ulana
Suprun, a Ukrainian-Ameri-
can radiologist who is Acting
Minister of Health, “will pro-
vide decent, affordable medi-
cal care for the first time in
Ukraine’s history”.

With all the corruption,
health care is very expensive,
both to the state budget and
to the people, 97% of whom
fear financial ruin if they be-
come ill. It would seem natu-
ral, therefore, that the govern-
ment seek to eliminate the

corruption.
In Ukraine, however, re-

forms are not motivated by the
best interests of the state and
the people. They are moti-
vated, instead, by the demands
of foreign corporations and
money lenders. Quoting Ms.
Francis again, we learn, for
example:

“The scams were so bla-
tant, and foreign drug manu-
facturers concerns so great
(our emphasis —Ed.), that in
2015 Ukraine handed over the
procurement of drugs and
equipment to the United Na-
tions, UNICEF, and the UK’s
n o n p r o f i t e n t i t y C r o w n
Agents.”

The foreign actors, who
motive the changes, determine
the nature of the reforms.
That explains why Ukraine’s
Acting Minister of Health is a
Ukrainian American, and why
the move is to “a western fee-
for-service system”.

The system will be, essen-
tially, a co-pay government in-
surance system such as exists
in Europe, with the govern-
ment paying the full medical
costs for the poor, and for pal-
liative, emergency, and cancer

treatments. Patients, it is as-
serted, will have bribe-free
access to doctors.

I t r ema ins to be seen
whether the new system will
eliminate bribes, but it is al-
ready known that “bribe-free”
is not the same as “free”.
Canadians know all too well
that health coverage tends to
erode, and that many people
can not afford “bribe free”
access to services. Diane
Francis writes that:

“... Dr. Suprun remains op-
timistic her teams’ reforms
will become law because of
support from the prime minis-
ter as well as religious lead-
ers, reformers, the G7, Euro-
pean Union, IMF, World
Bank, and increasingly the
public (Our emphasis —
Ed).”

She also writes, “And in this
case, the public is firmly on
her side.”

Whether the people are
supporting her  “firmly” or “in-
creasingly”, Dr. Suprun is en-
ergetically promoting the case
for reform through a public
campaign, with the message
that health care reform is an
extension of the Revolution of
Dignity.

Many sceptical Ukrainians
are asking, “What health
care? What dignity?”

IMF Presses Ukraine on
Pensions

On April 5, the National
Bank of Ukraine announced
the receipt of the new Inter-
na t ional Monetary Fund
tranche (instalment), which
together with the second dis-
bursement of the European
Union macro-financial assist-
ance received the day before,
would allow increasing inter-
national reserves to $16.7 bil-
lion, the highest level since the
middle of 2014.

On April 3, after announc-
ing the payout of $1 billion in
aid to the country, the IMF
urged Ukraine to raise its pen-
sion age, and do more to
tackle corruption.

The IMF is propping up
Ukraine’s economy with a
$17.5 billion bailout decided in
the spring of 2015, helping it
climb out of recession follow-
ing the overthrow of Ukr-
aine’s elected government.

(Bailout suggests a gift, but
it is actually a loan which will
cost the Ukrainian people
plenty. While the decision was
officially taken in spring, 2015,
it was actually the payment to
Ukraine’s oligarchs for putting
the country under European
and NATO influence.)

Ukraine’s Finance Minister
Oleksandr Danyliuk said that
receipt of additional money
from the IMF is conditional on
pension reform. According to
the IMF, this must include rais-
ing the effective retirement
age.

The IMF urged Ukrainian
authori t ies to accelerate
structural reforms to achieve
faster and more sustainable
growth, starting with the pri-
vatization and development of
the agricultural land market.
The IMF also stressed that
corruption needs to be tack-
led decisively.

Ukraine and the IMF are
not in complete accord. Presi-
dent Poroshenko and the gov-
ernment called the additional
aid “a vindication of their

reform efforts”. The IMF,
praised Ukraine’s economic
recovery and lower inflation,
but urged the authorities to im-
plement structural reforms
and tame high public debt.
“Corruption needs to be tack-
led decisively,” IMF First
Deputy Managing Director
David Lipton said in a state-
ment, but noted that, “Despite
the creation of new anti-cor-
ruption institutions, concrete
r e s u l t s h a v e y e t t o b e
achieved.”

Mr. Lipton said that, “The
urgency of structural fiscal re-
forms to ensure medium-term
sustainability has increased, as
pressures to raise wages and
pensions are building. Ukraine
cannot afford to delay com-
prehensive pension reform
much longer, including by rais-
ing the effective retirement
age.”

Ukraine is reportedly pre-
paring to reform its pension
arrangements, but does not
plan to increase the retirement
age.

Ukraine’s Social Policy
Minister Andriy Reva was re-
ported by UNIAN to say that
the government “plans to raise
pensions from October 1 as
part of the pension reform,
which, according to prelimi-
nary estimates, would involve
5.6 million Ukrainians. The
government also pledges to
abolish taxes for working pen-
sioners.

“The government’s pension
reform does not provide an
increase in the retirement age,
but offers other tools to build
a fair and deficit-free pension
system.”

The IMF insists that the
country can not delay com-
prehensive pension reform,
including raising the effective
retirement age. Ukraine’s fail-
ure to comply with the IMF
demand could result in sus-
pension of future instalments
of loans from the IMF.

Central Bank Chief
Resigns

In i t s Ukra ine : Da i l y
Briefing for April 10, the
Ukrainian Canadian Congress
reported the resignation of
Valeria Hontareva, the head
of Ukraine’s Central Bank.

The UCC cited the report
by Radio Free Europe/Radio
Liberty that, “Hontareva, a
reformist who won praise
from the West, told reporters
in Kyiv that, ‘I think my mis-
sion is accomplished as the
reforms have been imple-
mented’.”

She also said that “her suc-
cessor will face the same po-
litical pressure that she faced,
and that the National Bank of
Ukraine (NBU) should be in-
dependent from politics.”

The report said that Ms.
“Hontareva’s efforts to clean
up Ukraine’s financial sector
irked tycoons who critics say
have treated the country’s

banks like their private cof-
fers.

“She also came under fire
from some ordinary Ukrain-
ians who blamed her for losses
they suffered after she was
appointed to follow the
I n t e r n a t i o n a l M o n e t a r y
Fund’s advice (Our empha-
sis. –Ed) to partially abandon
state support for the hryvnya
currency.”

While Ms. Hontareva left
the impression, when resign-
ing, that it was because “my
mission is accomplished”, she
earlier “hinted that she might
soon resign, citing protests
that included someone leaving
a coffin at her door”.

At that time, IMF First
Deputy Managing Director
David Lipton said that, “it was
important for Ukraine to safe-
guard the independence of the
central bank.

Check out the graph at far
right. It is a prime example of
“Make Ukraine Look Good”
reportage. At first glance, it
looks as though Ukraine’s
economy is booming, well
above the base line.

Now, look closer. What it
actually shows is not that

ments on the money it has al-
ready borrowed, so it better do
what the IMF demands. What
the International Monetary
Fund demands is more auster-
ity.

Reducing the deficit “will
require systematic fiscal con-
solidation anchored by re-

Economic Update
Ukraine is doing well, but that
in 2019 Ukraine’s economy is
projected to be substantially
smaller than it was in 2012.
The Gross Domestic Product
dropped by more than 16%
from 2012 to 2015, and is pro-
jected to grow only about 12%
above its 2015 level by 2019.

The World Bank makes it
sound as good as possible, but
has to recognize that poverty
increased significantly in 2015
and has had only modest re-
covery.

The government’s deficit
grew in 2016, and is expected
to grow more in 2017. Reduc-
ing public debt, according to
the world bank, “will require
a systematic fiscal consolida-
tion effort grounded in struc-
tural reforms. In other words,
more austerity. “Reforms to
bolster investor confidence
and competitiveness are
needed” is another way to say
the same thing.

 With Ukraine struggling to
sell its products on interna-
tional markets, and the  trade
blockade with Donbas forcing
the shut down of steel plants,
economic growth will be lower
than projected. The blockade
is expected to increase the
current account deficit to 4.1
percent of GDP in 2017.

Ukraine will require signifi-
cant external financing to meet
repayments on external debt
of banks and corporations
amounting about $7 billion per
year during 2017-2019. Main-
taining cooperation with the
IMF and other official credi-
tors will be important to meet
external financing needs, bol-
ster international reserves, and
bolster investor confidence.

In other words, Ukraine is
going to have to borrow a lot
of   money to make its pay-

forms to the tax, pensions and
social assistance systems. In
addition, reforms are needed
to improve the efficiency and
effectiveness of health and
education expenditures.

That’s part of the price
Ukrainians are paying for the
“Revolution of Dignity”.
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development of international
legal norms and it reflects the
commitment of the UN’s
member states to move in cer-
tain directions”; the UN de-
scribes it as setting “an impor-
tant standard for the treat-
ment of indigenous peoples
that will undoubtedly be a sig-
nificant tool towards eliminat-
ing human rights violations
against the planet’s 370 mil-
lion indigenous people and as-
sisting them in combating dis-
crimination and marginal-
isation.”

UNDRIP codifies “Indig-
enous historical grievances,
contemporary challenges and
socioeconomic, political and
cultural aspirations” and is the
“culmination of generations-
long efforts by Indigenous or-
ganizations to get international
attention, to secure recogni-
tion for their aspirations, and
to generate support for their
political agendas.”

All four member states that
voted against have their ori-
gins as colonies of the United
Kingdom, and have large non-
indigenous immigrant majori-
ties and thriving indigenous
populations. Since 2007, all
four countries have moved to
endorse the declaration in
some informal way in which it
would not actually become
binding law pleadable in court.

Since 2006, Canada has
made official public statements
t h a t d i r e c t l y a t t a c k t h e
UNDRIP.

The Canadian government
said that while it supported the
“spirit” of the declaration, it
contained elements that were
“fundamentally incompatible

Evo Morales to Canada to put
pressure on the government
to sign the Declaration on the
Rights of Indigenous Peoples,
calling the two heads of state
“visionary leaders” and de-
manding Canada resign its
membership on the United
Nations Human Rights Coun-
cil.

On 3 March, 2010, in the
Speech From the Throne, the
Governor General of Canada
announced that the govern-
ment was moving to endorse
the declaration. “We are a
country with an Aboriginal
heritage. A growing number
of states have given qualified
recognition to the United Na-
tions Declaration on the Rights
of Indigenous Peoples. Our
Government will take steps to
endorse this aspirational docu-
ment in a manner fully con-
sistent with Canada’s Consti-
tution and laws.”

On 12 November, 2010,
Canada issued a “Statement
of Support” endorsing the prin-
ciples of the United Nations
Declaration on the Rights of
Indigenous Peoples but with-
out changing its position that it
was ‘aspirational’.

Anishinabek spiritual leader
Chief William Commanda
(1908 – 3 August, 2011) was
honoured at the 21st annual
week-long First Peoples Fes-
tival held in Montreal from 2–
9 August, 2011, celebrating
Canada’s 2010 adoption of the
U. N. declaration. AFN Innu
represen ta t ive , Ghis la in
Picard’s tribute praised Grand-
father Commanda for his work
that was “key not only in the
adoption of the U.N. declara-
tion, but in all the work leading
up to it throughout the last 25
years.”

In 2015, Romeo Saganash

(Continued from Page2.)

History of UNDRIP
with Canada’s constitutional
framework”, which includes
both the Charter of Rights and
Freedoms and Section 35,
which enshrines aboriginal and
treaty rights. In particular, the
Canadian government had
problems with Article 19
(which appears to require gov-
ernments to secure the con-
sent of indigenous peoples re-
garding matters of general
public policy), and Articles 26
and 28 (which could allow for
the re-opening or repudiation
of historically settled land
claims).

Former Minister of Indian
Affairs and Northern Devel-
opment Chuck Strahl de-
scribed the document as “un-
workable in a Western de-
mocracy under a constitutional
government.” Mr. Strahl
elaborated, saying “In Canada,
you are balancing individual
rights vs. collective rights, and
(this) document ... has none of
that. By signing on, you de-
fault to this document by say-
ing that the only rights in play
here are the rights of the First
Nations. And, of course, in
Canada, that’s inconsistent
with our constitution.”  He
gave an example: “In Canada
... you negotiate on this ...
because (native rights) don’t
trump all other rights in the
country. You need also to con-
sider the people who have
sometimes also lived on those
lands for two or three hundred
years, and have hunted and
fished alongside the First Na-
tions.”

Canada’s Assembly of First
Nations passed a resolution in
December, 2007, to invite
Presidents Hugo Chávez and

(a Cree Member of Parlia-
ment for Abitibi—Baie-
James—Nunavik—Eeyou)
sponsored Private Member’s
Bill C-641, the “United Na-
tions Declaration on the Rights
of Indigenous Peoples Act”,
which would have required the
Canadian government to en-
sure that the laws of Canada
are in harmony with UNDRIP,
but it was defeated on May 6,
2015.

In November, 2015, the
Prime Minister of Canada
asked the Minister of Indig-
enous and Northern Affairs
and other ministers, in the
mandate letters, to implement
the declaration.

In May, 2016, almost a dec-
ade after it was adopted by
t h e G e n e r a l A s s e m b l y ,
Canada officially removed  its
objector status to UNDRIP.
Canada officially adopted and
promised to implement the
declaration fully. Speaking at
the UN Permanent Forum on
Indigenous Issues, Indigenous
and Northern Affairs Canada
minister Carolyn Bennett an-
nounced, “We are now a full
supporter of the declaration,
without qualification. We in-
tend nothing less than to adopt
and implement the declaration
in accordance with the Cana-
dian Constitution.” Bennett
described the Declaration as
“breathing life into Section 35
[of the Canadian Constitution]
and recognizing it as a full box
of rights for Indigenous Peo-
ples in Canada.” In July, 2016,
Kwakwaka’wakw Justice
M i n i s t e r J o d y W i l s o n -
Raybould stated that “adopt-
ing the UNDRIP as being
Canadian law (is) unwork-
able”, due to its incompatibil-
ity with the Indian Act, the
current governing statute.

In May 2016, the Minister

of Indigenous and Northern
Affairs announced Canada is
now a full supporter, without
qualification, of the declara-
tion.

“We are now a full sup-
porter of the declaration, with-
out qualification,” Ms. Bennett
said, as she addressed the
Permanent Forum on Indig-
enous Issues at the United
Nations in New York City.

“We intend nothing less than
to adopt and implement the
declaration in accordance with
the Canadian Constitution.”

Ms. Bennett told the UN
that Canada is in a unique
position to implement the dec-
laration.  

 “Canada is now a full sup-
porter of the [UN Declaration
on the Rights of Indigenous
Peoples] without qualifica-
tion,” Indigenous Affairs Min-
ister Carolyn Bennett told the
United Nations.

“Through Section 35 of its
Constitution, Canada has a
robust framework for the pro-
tection of Indigenous rights,”
she said. “By adopting and
implementing the declaration,
we are excited that we are
breathing life into Section 35
and recognizing it as a full box
of rights for Indigenous Peo-
ples in Canada.”

“It was a very emotional
moment for me,” said Chief
Wilton Littlechild, a Cree law-
yer and former commissioner
of the Truth and Reconcilia-
tion Commission of Canada,
who was at the UN.

Mr. Littlechild said that the
announcement marked a be-
ginning to what could be a long
process of “harmonizing”
Canada’s laws with the stand-
ards set in the declaration, and
improving the country’s rela-
tionship with Indigenous Peo-
ples.

Sometimes North American
journalism is a truly weird and
wonderful phenomenon A
case in point is an article which
appeared in the May 22 issue
of the Toronto Star, reprinted
from The Washington Post.

The article, by Anna Fifield,
was called “Why does North
Korea hate the U.S.?”

The article provides what
might seem to be useful infor-
mation in working toward an
answer.

It starts with “a little his-
tory”. At the end of World
War Two, Dean Rusk, then an
army colonel and later Secre-
tary of State, drew a line
across the Korean peninsula
at the 38th parallel, which was
accepted as a temporary meas-
ure by the Soviet Union.

In the war which started in
June, 1950, and ended in 1953,
three million Koreans were
killed or wounded or went
missing (about 10% of the
population), most of them in

the north, which had half as
many people as the south. The
US dropped 576,000 tonnes of
bombs (again, mostly in the
north),  compared to the
456,000 tonnes dropped in the
entire Pacific theatre during
all of WWII. It also dropped
29,000 tonnes of napalm.

The article does not even
mention that the 28,500 US
troops in Korea are there in
violation of the 1953 armistice
agreement, which calls for all
foreign troops to leave. Nor
does it mention the nuclear
capable missiles stationed in
the south and the American
submarine based missiles in
the area.

The devastating American
sanctions against the DPRK
barely get a mention in pass-
ing, as an excuse used by the
“Kim regime” for its economic
plight.

Does Ms. Fifield consider
any of this to be of signifi-
cance in determining DRPK

attitudes to the USA?
No.
The author attributes the

attitudes of the people who
have been so badly battered,
continue to be victimized, and
continue to feel the threat of
renewed war entirely on —
official propaganda!

The first paragraph, one long
sentence, sets the tone, telling
the reader in derisive language
that the anti-American propa-
ganda spews anti-American
vitriol every day. The second
paragraph cont inues the
theme.

The third paragraph, just
before the history lesson about
the Korean War, “a brutal
one”, and the destruction
wreaked on North Korea, ad-
mits only that there is an ele-
ment of truth (“only a kernel”
and “grossly exaggerated”) in
the story told by the DPRK.

In spite of the statistics pro-
vided right in the story, the
author has the cheek to cite
authors who write about “fake
atrocities”.

What else would one ex-
pect from  a writer who pens,
concerning WWII, that “Rus-

Why North Korea
Hates the US

sia perceived itself as being
attacked by Germany”, instead
of “The Soviet Union was at-
tacked by Germany”? Noth-
ing. However, one might ex-
pect some better judgment
from editors publishing such
biased nonsense. Additionally,
one might hope that readers
would  laugh such drivel out of
existence.

This nonsensical garbage is
included in the story to belittle
the DPRK narrative on its own
history. Where “Russia”
speaks about the “Great Pa-
triotic War”, Korea, which has
adopted the propaganda
model, talks about the “Victo-
rious Fatherland Liberation
War”, with America standing
in for Germany.

For all its flaws, the article
“It’s time to put an end to the
Korean War” by Thomas
Walkom in the April 19 issue
of the Toronto Star gives a
much better answer to “Why
does North Korea hate the
U.S.?”. It provides a founda-
tion, rather than a vilification
of the government of the
DPRK, for understanding why
North Koreans may have le-

gitimate reasons to prepare to
defend themselves against
American aggression.

Mr. Walkom points out that
the Korean War was between
the USA (assisted by the 16
nations of the UN Command,
including Canada), and North
Korea (assisted by China).
“The war was brutal and nasty.
American bombers flattened
the North.”

In the war the DPRK
learned that it could survive a
war against the USA, and that
China would help.

American domestic politics,
with its strong anti-North Ko-
rean thread, has thwarted oc-
casional progress in negotia-
tions. An example is calling
the DPRK part of an “axis of
evil”.

Given the examples of re-
gime change around the world,
nuclear defence capability
against American hostility is a
necessity.

Why does North Korea hate
the U.S.? Because the USA is
an international bully which
abuses people, and expects
them to meekly accept Ameri-
ca’s hegemony.
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AUUC NATIONAL OFFICE
National Executive Committee AUUC
595 Pritchard Avenue
Winnipeg MB  R2W 2K4
Phone: 800-856-8242 Fax: (204) 589-3404
E-mail: mail@auuckobzar.net Web site: auuc.ca

VANCOUVER BRANCH
Ukrainian Cultural Centre
805 East Pender Street
Vancouver BC V6A 1V9
Phone: (604) 254-3436 Fax: (604) 254-3436
E-mail: auucvancouver@telus.net
Website: www.auucvancouver.ca

CALGARY BRANCH
Ukrainian Cultural Centre
3316-28 Avenue SW
Calgary AB T3E 0R8
Phone: (403) 246-1231 
E-mail: Calgary hopak@shaw.ca

EDMONTON BRANCH
Ukrainian Centre
11018-97 Street
Edmonton AB T5H 2M9
Phone: (780) 424-2037 Fax: (780) 424-2013
E-mail:auucedm@telus.net

REGINA BRANCH
Ukrainian Cultural Centre
1809 Toronto Street
Regina SK S4P 1M7
Phone: (306) 522-1188 Web site: www.poltava.ca

WINNIPEG BRANCH
Ukrainian Labour Temple
591 Pritchard Avenue
Winnipeg MB R2W 2K4 ult-wpg.ca
Phone: (204) 582-9269 Fax: 589-3404

OTTAWA BRANCH
c/o Robert Seychuk
24 Attwood Crescent
Ottawa ON K2E 5A9
Phone: (613) 228-0990

TORONTO BRANCH
AUUC Cultural Centre
1604 Bloor Street West
Toronto ON M6P 1A7
Phone: 416-588-1639 Fax: 416-588-9180
auuctorontobranch@gmail.com

WELLAND BRANCH
Ukrainian Labour Temple
342 Ontario Road
Welland ON L3B 5C5
Phone: (905) 732-5656

Join the AUUC community! Each
Branch has a unique schedule of
events and activities. To discover what
we have to offer, contact the AUUC in
your area:

JOIN US!

Happy
Birthday,
Friends!

(The “UCH” apologizes
to these seniors for the de-
lay in recognizing their
birthday. – Ed)

The Edmonton AUUC
S e n i o r C i t i z e n s ’ C l u b
wishes a happy birthday to the
celebrant of May:

Pauline Warick

May you have good health,
happiness and a daily sense of
accomplishment as you go
through life.

The Toronto AUUC Sen-
ior Citizens Club extends
best birthday wishes to May
celebrant:

Nita Miskevich

May good health and happi-
ness be yours in the coming
year!

The Vancouver Seniors
Club wishes the best of health
and happiness in the coming
year to May celebrants:

Charles Hegeous
Carol Snider

Sylvia Surette
Anna Withers

Enjoy your day with family
and friends!

The Welland Shevchenko
Seniors extend a happy birth-
day wish to May celebrants:

Melissa Hercanuk
Millie Kish

Jennifer Labenski
Karen Longfellow

Mike Lusak
Joan Sitak

May the coming year bring
you all the best in health and
happiness!

Happy
Birthday,
Friends!

The Edmonton AUUC
S e n i o r C i t i z e n s ’ C l u b
wishes a happy birthday to the
celebrants of June:

Sandy Gordey
Paul Greene

Nick Kereliuk
Sophie Sywolos

Mike Uhryn

WE GRATEFULLY ACKNOWLEDGE THESE CONTRIBU-
TIONS AND THANK THE DONORS FOR THEIR GENEROS-
ITY. IF YOUR DONATION HAS NOT APPEARED ON THE
PAGES OF THE “UCH”, WATCH FOR IT IN FUTURE
ISSUES.

Sustaining Fund
Donations

Anne Bobrovitz, Brantford ON ............................. 100.00
Anne Bobrovitz, Brantford ON

In memory of husband Joe ............................  100.00
Bob Seychuk, Ottawa, ON ................................. $200.00
Helen Hrynchyshyn, Vancouver BC .................... 100.00
Sophia Nemis, Winnipeg MB. ............................... 100.00
Olga Pawlychun, Winnipeg MB. .......................... 100.00
Lily Stearns, Winnipeg MB

In memory of William Harasym ...................... 100.00
Edmonton AUUC Seniors, Edmonton AB

In memory of William Harasym ........................ 75.00
Sonia Kostniuk, Sarnia ON ....................................  70.00
Walter Petryschuk, Sarnia ON ..............................  25.00
Michael James, Vancouver BC .............................  20.00
Huzar Rose, Oyen AB............................................  20.00
Robert Klymasz, Winnipeg MB .............................. 10.00

Virginia Witwicki

May you have good health,
happiness and a daily sense of
accomplishment as you go
through life.

The Toronto AUUC Sen-
ior Citizens Club extends
best birthday wishes to June
celebrant:

Natalie Mochoruk

May good health and happi-
ness be yours in the coming
year!

The Vancouver Seniors
Club extends best  June birth-
day greetings to: 

Mary Fedosenko

Hope you have a great day!!

The Welland Shevchenko
Seniors extend a happy birth-
day wish to June celebrants:

Lida Braun
Leonard Whatmough

May the coming year bring
you all the best in health and
happiness!

(Continued on Page 11.)
dian economy to foreign mar-
kets could benefit sectors in-
cluding forestry, manufactur-
ing and agriculture, especially
production of canola, beef and
pork. But there are also con-
cerns about intellectual prop-
erty provisions, including pat-
ent extensions, as well as the
potential for job loss within
Canada.

The Council of Canadians,

TPP Revival
called the TPP "a huge corpo-
rate power grab" that should
be abandoned completely
rather than re-worked. The
group takes particular issue
with the policy's investor-state
dispute settlement, which al-
lows companies to sue gov-
ernments over any regulations
that reduce their profits.

"These trade agreements
are old-school because our
w o r l d p r o b l e m s h a v e
changed," Dey said, citing en-
vironmental crises. "Until we
stop copying and cutting the
old trade agreement that we've
been doing for the last 30 years,
it's not going to be a trade
agreement that works for our
new reality."

In response, a Liberal gov-
ernment official who did not

want to be named indicated
that the concerns of Canadi-
ans will be taken into account
in formulating a new deal.
Trying to sell a new version of
the TPP to the public that
doesn't include free and pro-
gressive fair trade would be
an uphill battle for the federal

government, he said.
The China-led 16-member

Regional Comprehensive Eco-
nomic Partnership will meet
Monday in Hanoi to further
discussions on a separate deal
seen as an alternative to the
TPP. It is expected to be fi-
nalized by the end of this year.
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On the afternoon of Sun-
day, March 26, at the Ukrain-
ian Labour Temple in Winni-
peg, a trembita  came to life
in the balcony of the Hall to
call over 60 people together to
participate in The Joy of
Singing, an event sponsored
by the Festival Choir.

The afternoon started with
a professional voice warm-up
conducted by choir director
Lina Streltsov, accompanied
by Anna Khomenko on the pi-
ano.

The audience and the choir

Walter Mirosh blew the trembita to invite people to The
Joy of Singing at Winnipeg’s ULT on March 26

Choir director Lina Streltsov, accompanied by Anna
Khomenko on the piano, conducted a voice warm-up. Annis
Kozub, Nancy Grodzik, and Brent Stearns also provided in-
strumental accompaniment.

Participants could view a display of musical instruments
and artifacts of Ukrainian and Russian origin, including a
trembita, a bandura, a mandolin,  a balalaika, a bayan, a
harmoshka, a sopilka, a bubyn, a tambourine and loshkie
(spoons).

Snacks during a break pro-
vide renewed energy for con-
tinuing the rehearsal.

members had music sheets
and text transliterations on
their chairs so even if they
couldn’t read Ukrainian or
Russian they could sing, hum
or just lah, lah lah to the mu-
sic.

Other musical accompani-
ment was provided by Annis
Kozub on violin, accordionist
Nancy Grodzik, and Brent
Stearns on guitar.

The program started with
“Katyusha” a Russian folk
song, followed by the Ukrain-
ian folk song “Misyats na

nebi” (Moon In the Sky).
Each song was rehearsed two
or three times with half the
group singing the alto and
baritone parts and the other
half singing soprano and tenor
parts.

During the refreshment
break provided by the choir,
there was a lot of reminiscing
among old and new friends.

Following the break, two
English folk songs, “The
Strangest Dream” and “Four
Strong Winds”, were sung.

The beautiful song “Dark
Eyes” (Ochi chornye) was
sung by soloist Walter Mirosh,
with the newly formed choir
joining in the chorus.

Following this, we were
treated to a medley of favour-
ite songs by Annis, Nancy,
Brent and Anna.

Ilena Zaramba and Nancy
Kardash harmonized beauti-
fully in the song “Last Night I
Had the Strangest Dream”.

Ilena’s friend Kiva Simova
sang and played the piano to
an interesting method of sing-
ing called overtoning.

At the side of the hall was
a display of musical instru-
ments and artifacts of Ukrain-
ian and Russian origin. These
included  a trembita, a bandura,

a mandolin,  a balalaika, a
bayan, a harmoshka, a sopilka,
a bubyn, a tambourine and
loshkie (spoons).

The bayan, from 1920, be-
longed to Afanasy (Fred)
Mirosh, who played the instru-
ment by ear.

Also on display were two
samovars in brilliant brass and
silver.

  To close the afternoon, the
Festival Choir sang a selec-

Conductor Lina Streltsov, with pianist Anna Khomenko.

“Horachi bublitschki” as a bonus for a job well done.

Emily Myers and Lydia Barr admired their great-grandfa-
ther’s harmoshka.

tion from their recently re-
leased CD, one of their fa-
vourite songs, “Susidko”
(Neighbour).

As people were preparing
to go home, they were treated
to “Horachi bublitschki” as
a bonus for a job well done.

Everyone left for home
feeling GREAT!

The Joy Of Singing was an
accomplished fact!

— Walter Mirosh

— Photo: Victor Krenz
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JoKe TiMe
A man working with an elec-

tric saw accidentally cut off
all of his fingers. At the emer-
gency room, his doctor said,
“Give me the fingers, and I'll
see what I can do.”

The injured man replied,
“But I don't have the fingers!”

“Why didn't you bring
them?” the doctor asked.

The injured man responds,
“Doc, I couldn't pick them up.”


